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AGENDA
• Housekeeping Items 

• Learning Objectives 

• Presentation: Understanding the Litigation 

Landscape Over Federal Funding by Andrew Twinamatsiko

• Q&A 

• Closing Remarks
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HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS
• Recorded meeting. Slides and recording will be available after the event.

• Please turn on your camera on, if you wish

• Stay muted until the Q&A session

• This is strictly an informational session

• This is not to share opinions or strategy but provide you with facts 

and information

• Questions should only be related to the information shared today
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of this session, participants will be able to: 

▪ Recognize the various mechanisms used to establish and challenge 

federal funding of health programs.

▪ Identify reliable sources of information that aim to assist non-lawyers 

in understanding litigation.

▪ Begin appraising the positive and negative outcomes of public health 

challenges and litigation.
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WELCOME!
ANDREW TWINAMATSIKO 



UNDERSTANDING THE LITIGATION OVER FEDERAL FUNDING & 
IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH POLICY

August 26, 2025

Andrew J. Twinamatsiko
Director, Center for Health Policy and the Law  

O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law

Georgetown Law
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

Ending Radical and Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing (EO 
14151)

Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity (14173) 
(orders “all agencies to enforce our longstanding civil-rights laws and to combat 
illegal private-sector DEI preferences, mandates, policies, programs, and 
activities.”) 

Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders (EO 14218)

Defending Women From Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological 
Truth to the Federal Government (EO 14168) (“It is the policy of the United States 
to recognize two sexes, male and female” and directs the Executive Branch to 
“enforce all sex-protective laws to promote this reality”)

Memorandum For The Heads Of Executive Departments and Agencies (purpose: 
(“to stop funding  NGOs that undermine the national interest.”)

Enforcing The Hyde Amendment— Executive Order 14182 (affirms the Hyde 
Amendment’s restrictions on federal funding for abortion coverage)
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HHS ACTIONS ENFORCING EOS OR OTHER EXECUTIVE GOALS

Workforce Optimization Initiative — issuance of reduction in force (RIF) notices (Mar. 31, 2025)

NIH guidance on indirect rate costs (15%) (February 7, 2025)

Guidance for Preparing a Non-Competing Continuation (NCC) Award Application (March 2025)

Notices of funding termination for COVID-19 funding (Mar. 24, 2025).

Directive stating, “grants that support DEI and similar discriminatory programs” were now “inconsistent 

with the Department’s policy of improving the health and well-being of all Americans.” (Feb. 10. 2025)

OPM memo directing agencies to “take down all outward facing media (websites, social media 

accounts, etc.) that inculcate or promote gender ideology.” (Jan. 29, 2025)
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LITIGATION OVER NIH FUNDING 

DEFUNDING ANTI-EQUITY MEASURES

• American Association of Physicians for Human Rights, 

Inc. et al. v. NIH

• American Public Health Association et al. v. NIH

INDIRECT COST CUTS 
• Association of American Universities et al. v. HHS

• Massachusetts et al. v. NIH

• Association of American Medical Colleges et al. v. NIH
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PUBLIC HEALTH FUNDING

• Colorado et al. v. HHS (COVID-19)

• Harris County, Texas et al. v. Kennedy (COVID-19)

• National Family Planning & Reproductive Health 

Association v. Kennedy (Title X grantees)

• Planned Parenthood of Greater New York et al. v. HHS 

(Teen Pregnancy Prevention program grantees)
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REDUCTIONS IN FORCE

• New York et al. v. Kennedy 

• The court stayed the RIF, but HHS has continued with some 
terminations 

• American Federation of Government Employees v. Trump 
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INFORMATION PURGE

• Washington State Medical Association v. Kennedy

• Doctors for America v. OPM
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OTHER DEVELOPMENTS AND TAKEAWAYS
• Supreme Court decision in Trump v. CASA rolls back the use of 

nationwide injunction, which has limited how lower courts can 

address executive actions that have nationwide impact. 

• In New York v. Kennedy (RIF case), HHS asked the court to clarify 

its stay of the RIF in light of the Supreme Court’s decision in CASA.

• Courts continue to play a significant role in ensuring executive 

accountability in the restructuring of the nation’s health 

infrastructure 
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Andrew J. Twinamatsiko, JD

Director, Health Policy & the Law Initiative 

O’Neill Institute for National & Global Health Law

Georgetown Law

Andrew.Twinamatsiko@Georgetown.edu

 

mailto:Andrew.Twinamatsiko@Georgetown.edu
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QUESTIONS?
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CLOSING REMARKS
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OFFBOARDING CHECKLIST FOR FELLOWS
NYSPHC Training and Resources Website
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NYSPHC LINKEDIN GROUP

• Stay connected with NYSPHC on LinkedIn

• Stay updated on public health events

• Engage with polls and share your insights
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REMINDER: 
EMPLOYEE 

ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM



8/26/2025 | 12 

THANK YOU!
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