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SURVEY OVERVIEW
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Purpose:

« To identify gaps in knowledge
* Assess the adequacy of dental care access

* Assess oral health knowledge, attitudes, and practices among children in the county
 Understand residents’ perspectives regarding fluoride.

Methods:

A KAP (Knowledge, Attitudes, Practices) survey was administered to parents and caregivers of
children under 18 in Tompkins County.

* Survey Period: February 9, 2024 — April 13, 2024
« A flyer containing a QR code and a link to the survey was distributed
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SURVEY OVERVIEW

Methods:

* 18 questions total
* Included both multiple-choice and free-text responses

Distribution Channels:

* Public schools
Text messages to WIC participants
Social media
Community newsletters
Community bulletins

Total Responses Collected: 645
« WIC Participants: 85 responses
» School, Social Media, and Community Channels: 560 responses
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24%

SURVEY RESULTS
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SURVEY RESULTS
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SURVEY RESULTS

60
60

50

40 41

40

30
30

20 20

10 10
4
0
In Tompkins County Outside the county 0 Yes No Never irﬁdentim
Percentage of children’s dental visits by Percentage of parents reporting difficulty in
location finding a dentist for their child

TOMPKINS COUNTY

Whole Health



SURVEY RESULTS

Other
13%

Finding reliable information about dentists

11% Finding a pediatric dentist

36%

Finding a dentist who accepted their child's insurance
40%

Percentage of reasons for children experiencing
difficulties finding a dentist in Tompkins County
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WHAT WE HAVE DONE SO FAR

May 2025 Aug 2025 Sept 2025 Nov 2025 Jan 2026
Tompkins County Tioga Smiles Collaborate with Cornell Explore NYS Performance
Oral Health Mobile Dental Van On a Qualitative Oral Grants/Funding Incentive Program
Coalition Formed Tour Health Study Opportunities for Fluoride Varnish
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